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LANGUAGE TO LAUNDERING NIGHT SCHOOLN 5
AGES OF PUPILS AS VARIOUS AS CURRICULUM IN SOUTH BEND'S SECONDARY SCHOOL SYSTEM.

BY E. KENNETH TODD
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i ?!"! )or class of this "kind being that which was
recently organized at the Haley school.

Blue print readinc, shop arithmetic and bench
work is being taken up by this ela?5, which now
has a membership of u:,. H. m. Appleman and
Mr. Weber of high svhool have charge of this class
which meets on Wednesday and Friday nights of
each week. By means of these classes it is expected
to give every man who will take advantage of the
opportunity a trade which he may find useful in
earning his daily living.

In the 16 classes for women and girls in which
sewing, housekeeping and cooking is taught, almost
:!50 persons are enrolled. These clashes meet in
the afternoons and evenings and the membership
covers practically every part of the lie'.d in South
Bend.' Probably the most unique organization is
that of the home workers, or maids.

South Bend lays claim to the honor of having
been the first city in the country to haw formed
such a class, although others have followed the lead
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and have organized similiar classe of n:ai! or

Tools, hardware, materials of various
innumerable other things are actual

illustrating,
kinds, and

ably the most industrious of any of the night school
pupils.

Shorthand, commercial English, typewriting, arith-mati- c,

bookkeeping, penmanship and spelling are
the principal subjects in the night course at the high
school building. Tho total enrollment In these classes
is 150. The majority of the pupils are studying
typewriting and shorthand which Is taught by the
high school instructors in these same courses.

Under the state vocational educational laws in-

structors in vocational classes received two-thir- ds of
their pay from the state, tho remainder being paid
by the school bxird. By this means the organiza-
tion of many vocational classes has resulted, several
hundred women and girls who do not attend schools
being given the advantage of an education in cook-
ing, sewing and the principles of proper housekeep-
ing. Men and boys are also being instructed in
woodwork and manual training, probably the mott

where the enrollment averages ahout 70. The night
classes at this school closed last Monaaj- - as most
of the pupils find it impossible to attend when the
weather becomes warmer and they are enabled to
work. The largest attendance Is during December
and the early part of January. The instructors at
the Laurel school are Mrs. Norman Dakin, L. C.
McKee and T. F. Berry.

Advance night classes In mechanical drawing,
typewriting, bookkeeping and commercial English
are held in the high school and eighth grade build-
ings practically every evening of the week. Prob-
ably the most regular class is that in mechanical
drawing, conducted by George F. Weber on Mon-
day, Tuesday and Wednesday nights in the eighth
grade building. To this class belong 25 young men
who are working in the drafting departments of
different concerns in the city. The night classes are
proving an aid to them in advancing in their chosen
profession and the authorities find them to be prob

necessities for better teaching In these classes. It
is felt by those who are Interested in these institu-
tions that either the school board or others should
make some arrangements to supply these needs in
order that the work may be facilitated and placed
on a more systematical basis.

Many peculiar situations ariso in tho teaching of
these immigrants. For Instance, the instructor
wishes to impress the word "fall" upon his pupils.
He holds up a book and lets it fall. After his stu-
dents learn tho meaning- - of tho word "fall" he holds
up tho book and drops it. He wishes to teach the
pupils the meaning of tho word "drop." He asks
what he did with the book. Invariably the answer
is: "You fall the book." This is but ono example of
the way the night school pupils are taught the use
of simple English.

Two teachers are employed at the Oliver school

South Bend has a secondary school system of
which little 13 heard hut --which, nevertheless, is an
adjunct serving" a purpose far more important and
valuable than is generally realized. This educational
organization is composed of the niuht schools and
vocational classes for both men and women which
are held at least threo afternoons or nights each

eek.
Enrollment figures or the 2 3 classes of this sec-

ondary school system aa produced by Supt. J.
.Montgomery show that more than SCO persons took
advantage of this means of securing free instruction
during tho present nchool year. This is by far the
largest enrollment for tho night schools and voca-
tional classes in the history of tho plan here, which
has been In operation for a number of years.

Probably the most valuable and interesting fea-
tures of this secondary educational scheme aro the
night classes, which aro conducted at the Laurel
and Oliver echool buildings for tho benefit of tho
foreign population of tho west side. Hero In these
classes aro found tho really ambitious immigrants
who have corao to America with tho hopo of im-
proving themselves.

Theso young men and women, al.o older men,
Ind tho night schools as operated in outh Bend
the ono moans by which they may advance them-
selves and hundreds are taking advantage of the
opportunity offered them. Ucinjr unable because of
lack of funds or because they have passed the age
limit to attend the day schools, theso people are
finding the night schools to bo tho solution of their
greatest problem, that of learning the English
lajiguago and American customs.

But ono night spent in one of theso evening classes
proves tho enormous need for the institution. Im-
migrants who have been in the United States for
perhaps two years aro often unable to give the
English names for even the simplest and most com-
mon things. Methods of teaching are unique and
the resources of the instructors are oftimes taxed
to tho limit in an effort to explain to tho foreigners
the English, language and its expression.

Classes at the Eaurel and Oliver schools are held
three nights each week in the basement rooms of the
buildings wliich have been set ainirt for the purpose.
During the present winter the enrollment at the
liurci school has reached 153, although with the ap-

proach of spring tho numbers decrease. Three teach-
ers have charge of these classes in which English
and the rudiments of civil government are taught.

Men and 'oys of all ages attend the evening
classes. At the Laurel school one of tho most in-

terested students is a Ilussian 55 years old, who
alongside of boys as young" as 17. This

lderly pupil came to this country several months
ago with his son, leaving behind him in Russia his
wife and family and his property. lie entered the
liurel night school last fall and lias been attending
xegularly since.

Several days ncro be told his instructor. Prof.
Berry, that ho had received a letter from his wife
in Kussia saying that the czar's government had
ordered their son, who is in America, to take ui
arms or his family to pay $300. Since the son can-
not join the army and the SC00 is lacking the family
is in danger of losing its property through con-

ization. This is but one illustration of the typa
of men and women who attend the evening1 classes.

The majority of pupils in the Oliver and Laurel
schools aro of Russian, Slavish, Hungarian or Yid-

dish parentage. During the day they work in the
factories or shops, but are prompt in attendance at
the schools. Although it is found that some of them
aro difficult to teach the instructors say that they
are the nust willing of workers and anxious to
learn.

A peep into the class rooms at the Laurel school
reveals some of the odd 1 ut practical methods that
are cmployol in teaching these new Americans.
Each door has a sign. Door." tacked upon it. A

card bearing the word "Window" is tacked upon
each window. Simple sentences are written upon the
blackboards. Tools and articles of everyday use are
stacked in the corners of the room. The instructors
use these for teaching their pupils the names.

Here is where the niht schools of the west side
are iinding their greatest handicap. Lack of equip-
ment for teaching the for. igm rs is proving a prob-
lem for the instructors v. ho have almost exhausted
available means for illu:ratimr the many points

instruction in culinary arts. The home workers
number 25 and meet on Tuesday afternoons at the
high school domestic science department with Mis
Florence Weld.

Miss Zola Montgomery is instructing a ilass of IS
negro women of the city in sewing. The. class
meets at the high school building Tuesday evenings.
It was organized at the request of a number of col-
ored women who were anxious to learn more about
sewing. Much interest is being taken in the class
by the women and excellent results are being ob-

tained.
Factory girjs are also a prime factor in the vo-

cational work. Four classes of girls who during
the day are employed in the different manufacturing
concerns of the city have been formed. Cooking is
the principal study taken up by these girls. One
class is held at the Coquillard school on Thursday
evenings and is conducted by Miss Weld. Another
cUlss meets at the Kaley school on the same night,
one on Tuesday at the same place which is in-

structed by .Miss Hinkh-y- , and another on Wednes-
day night at the high school building which is
taught by Miss Weld. The total membership of the
factory girl classes is Si.

Two business girls' classes have been 'ormed
which are composed of young women who are do-
ing commercial work, such as stenography, book-
keeping and other olfice or store work. The two
classes have a combined membership of 4.",. n
Monday nights 1'5 of these girls meet with Miss
Hinkley at the eighth grade building wh-i- instruc-
tion is given in cooking, while another class of 20
meets at the high school building which is in charge
of Miss Weld. The regular course in domestic s ience
is given these pupils.

Women who do not work but live at home, either
married or unmarried, have organized four house-
keepers' classes with a total membership of o wom-
en. These classes are in charge of Miss Weld, Mi.is
Hinkley and Miss Fredelia Whitehead. tne meets
in the eighth grade building on Tuesday evenings,
one on Thursday afternoons at the Mus-e- l build-
ing, another Friday afternoons at the hi;h school,
and another at the Elder school on Tuesday after-
noons.

A cl!s !n rooking composed of members and
organized under the .uspices of the Catholic club
meets on Monday nights at the high school build-
ing. Miss Weld is in charge of this class.

Mrs. :harles H. Herst e. teaches a !as in sewing
and basket work at the high school building on
Monday nights. The class numbers .'1 women who
are taking an advanced course in needlework and
weaving, on Wednesday mornings the Home dir!'
class meets with Miss Hinkley at the high school
building. The members of thi class aie younger
women who live at home and are taking a course
in cooking.

SACRIFICE OF YOUNG MEN GIVES
FOREIGN BOY HIS OPPORTUNITY

A$ regularly as the weeks of tho where, only by the hardest work and money and could have a house all to derstand when he would be given in-win- ter

roll around there can be the strictest economy, he had forced himself, with a garden and chickens, structions and so he would be set
found each Monday and Thursday the overworked soil to provide a llv- - he decided to leave the crowded city adrift after a few dajs to shift as
night on a certain west-boun- d Wash- - lng for him and his small family, and to seek out this place of plenty best lie could alone.
ington st. car three young men who When the long winter days came he and contentment. At last, hungry and ragged and
are as truly missionaries as they would sit and smoke with his neigh- - Jl went well for a time while desperate, the youth found himself in
whose names aro heralded from the Lors and they would talk of the taxes Joseph and his father both worked Chicago, a part of the flotsam and
distant shores of Africa or of China, and of the sad plight of t.t father- - m the mine and thev saved some jetsam which annually gathers there
Regardless of the calls that lure the land, but always they wero careful monev and had a little house to live for the winter months. For days he
average young man of the city these r. jt to say too much for they knew In anj Joseph's mother cared for a sought in vain to find work until fin-thr- ee

hold to tho work which they that the oilicers sometimes dealt tmy garden and a few chickeiks. Here ally, driven to madness by the daily
have laid out to do and as a result a harshly with a man if lie became too toft there were more of their own gnawing of huntrer. he waited ono

countrymen and it was seldom thai night beside a dark corner and struck
they had occasion to converse with any down a passer-b- y from whose pockets
others and so they lived and had their he scraped together a few dollars,
pleasures much as they would have x0lV Joseph was not an adept at
had them at the old home in tho PUch work and he had done the job
fatherlard. in a bungling manner so that it was

Fortune at last seemed to be smil- - only by fleetness of foot that he

half hundred young Poles of St. Adel- - free with his speech,
belt's parish are learning without And sometimes one of the neigh-pric- e

the rudiments of the language bors would receive a letter from over
and tho literature of the country the seas and it would tell of the won-whic- h

they have adopted. derful opportunities in the land of
The work which these young men America and when thev had read it

do is a part of tho educational over and over they would smoke for
scheme of the local Y. M. C. A. The a tii.'.u in silence and then one by one the when the eluded the police. Thoroughly fright- -

did not stop until he found
on a freight train which land- -

ing on little family ac- -
three young men teach three classes; depart for their cottages to dream of ened he"""it and the fa her withthere is a class for the ones who can- - what might have been. Hut Joseph's JJ1 nimselfnot yet speak the English language father had done more than dream. Ho J ejfetha? hBWnny ' a. to ed himthere is one for those who are just had resolved that he would take his Southblame and would have to for the

on a cold bleak morning in

learning to read ami there is one for
those who can glean meaning from
pages of English literature. Tho
teaching of these classes is no small
task and the results are not startling- -

boy to the great country where he
could earn money and be free. And
Jc e :h's mother had sighed and had
agreed that it would be for the best.

When at last another spring had
come and the little farm had been

Three cooking classes composed school teach -o:
ers are conducted on Monday afternoons at th hit: hlv apparent, but the young men do

their
train

thrir work cheerfully and quietly and sold, they packed in bundles
their pav is the satisfaction of it and few belongings and boarded a

care Bend. He had no intentions of
families left destitute but when Joseph remaining in jouth Bend, but when
and his mother at last fully under- - he had eaten he decided that he
stood they learned that they had would look about him, and so it was
signed away hope of recourse for a that by chance he met with fortune
mere pittance. And so the mother and secured work again among others
pined and drooped and in a few of his countrymen.
months Joseph w;is left alone to face After tho novelty of his new home
the world in a country of which he and new work had worn off Joseph
had learned but little. decided that he had found the place

He worked for a time in the mine where he would like to remain. He
and then when he was laid off he had rained new friends who, much to
became discouraged amidst the scenes his wonder, could understand the Eng-o- f

his troubles and so decided to move lish language, although many of them
on to the great west from where came had not bee in the new country as
tales of much work and big pay. In long as he had. These friends he
the course of a few weeks he found soon learned were hard working, am-hims- elf

a part of the army of men bitious boys who were saving money
which annually followed the course of and getting ahead much faster than
the harvest. As he traveled from tne toys with whom he had been a.v
place to place he txiod hard to get soclated since he had come to the new-wor-k,

but now he was among Strang- - country.

also their car fare. for the great seaport. Josepn
If one wishes to visit these classes remembers that wonderful trip,

he may secure a bit of amusement How they came to where the great
from the visit for aliens do strange ships lay at anchor and how at last
things to the English language. How- - they went aboard with hundreds of
ever, there k" more than amusement others and they all made merry dur- -
to be gained from such a visit, for if ing the days spent in crossing the
one can forget the amusement and seas. And then came the great cityThe newcomwhich arise during the stud pe

ofcan grasp the deeper significance which seemed to reach to the very
skies as he gazed awe-struc- k while
the big ship was brought to anchor.
More days of merry-makin- g while ive

officials ordered them about
and then the rush and the din of th

school, eighth grade building and the Ehbr school.
The classes are instructed by Miss Ja miller. Mi-- .
Hinkley and Miss Weld. The total membership of
the three classes i.? taking in a large num'" r of
the city's school teachers who are learning to ,io
their own kitchen work.

.outh Bend's secondary eduitional system i- - the
result of years of work lure and expericr.ee ,n other
eities. Evening or night schools were :ir-- -: s

put into operation in the F:iit-- d States dur-
ing the middle of th- - past century. An attempt with
but temporary results was made in Xe.v York ir
1S34. The system started vh-- compulsory educa-
tion was nut as widespread as it is at the present
time and when more hildren were consequently
growing up without edueatlon.

.outh Bend's large fc reign population prids
a large and fertile field for the secondary educa-
tional system. one of the teachers in the r.uht
school classes believes that the solution of ;he prob-
lem of how to further Americanize the newcomers
to this country would be in the to tnai of a. large
club house for residents of the west sale. Here
those who come to ,outh Bend from European
iountries could mingle with their Americanized
brethren, be taught the English language aval cus-
toms of the country nc-r- uL-kl-y than through what
little actual experience is available to theia.

ers who could not understand nis jt was wncn finally Joseph went
0f foreign speech and he was rebuffed v,th one of his new-foun- d friends to

the work he can perhaps understand
ihe satisfa( tion which is the wages
for which the three young men labor.
Consider for instance how the work
t f the three young men met the needs
cf Joseph .

Joseph was only a boy when his
mother called him to her one spring
looming and said, "son. we are go-

ing to America." Joseph had looked
into bis mother's face with open-mot-ih- ed

wonder. He saw all the

city.
Joseph's f.ither had found work

ers to this country naturalk ! nt Know the Ameri-
can nanus for articles id common usage and it i

only through illustration that thes.- - names can be
impressed upon them.

An ordinary observer would le startled by the
mtthods employed by the instructors who before
elas rummage around the buildings fr any articles
which may be discussed during the study period.
Thtse articles may Include a shingle and a tub, a
rako or a shovel. r perhaps a ladder or a hinge
The pupils are asked to name the various articles
which are on display. IVrhaps one or two are able
to do so, b it the r st. although they l.nnw what the
tub is used for, cannot gie it the i;r.:li-- h name.

a varied srt and the happy no-nth-

had rolled by when they no longer
felt the loneliness and the diseour-auemer- .t

of the little farm on the
outskirts of the poverty stricken Pol-
ish village. Joseph. too. began to

't-- k and there were many people of

and laughed at and leit 10 oecome a night school and there learned that,
penniless and more discouraged. without cost, he could secure the in- -

And so Joseph found himself during struction which he so needed that he
the late summer a wanderer in the felt again the Joy that he had felt
great land of which he had dreamed when he first started out for the land
such glorious dreams a few short of his dreams. When he learned that
years before. Occasionally he met here were young men who were will-othe- rs

with whom he could talk and ing to give their time that he might
they would travel together for a time be h?lped, he forgot the distrust and
until in the course of events they the discouragement that had been tak-wou- ld

become separated and Joseph lng hold on him ami now today, a part

his young mind had everglories that

it with the pupils
his own race so that he soon forgot
his idd playmates and his boyhood
ph asures.

But Joseph's parents did n-- t forget
The te.ii-he- r I. alios it, discuses

conceived as he repeated to himself,
"going to America." And then his
mother had said, "are you glad''" and
he hau replied with a shout of joy as
be ruhed away to tell the news to
his playmates.

iruprt ss upon themand does ev:thing pes.-iM- e ii

would again be left alone, occasion- - of the country of his dreams. Joseplithe country and the little farm and
when the father heard of the mines ally he secured work fiom some hard believes in the future as he did yearsthe name of the article.

The one need of the niht schools is a large as-

sortment of supplies of various kinds for use In
Josephs father had spent many so

dUoouritgin' ycar-- on his little farm where a ttrong man could make much pressed farmer, but ha could not un- - ago when ho left the fatherland.


